
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Reports & Accounts  
 

2010 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Pastor: Rev Steve Woolley  
Ministers in Training: Lisa Kerry & Claire Luhman  

 
 
 
 

1150, LONDON ROAD, LEIGH-ON-SEA, SS9 2AJ  Tel: 471171 
Website: www.wlbc.org.uk    email: info@wlbc.org.uk 



2 

 

West Leigh Baptist Church.  
 
Registered Address  

 
1150, London Road, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex, SS9 2AJ 
 
Governing Document ï Constitution adopted 16 July 2009 
 
Charity Registration Number:  1132875 
 
Trustees:  Rev. S. J. Woolley (Minister) 
 Mrs. V. Baldwin (Secretary) 
 Mr P. Blackhurst (Treasurer) ï Resigned April 2010 
 Mrs. L. Kerry (Minister-in-Training) ï Resigned September 2010 

(Changed course to College-based Training) 
Mrs. C Luhman (Minister-in-Training) 

 Mr. I. Bird  
 Mrs. S. Bird ï Resigned July 2010 
 Dr. A Kerry ï Resigned July 2010  
 Mr Malcolm MôClelland ï Elected September 2010  
 Miss. W. Shewring  
 Mr. T. Simmonds 
 
Custodian Trustees  
 The Baptist Union Corporation Limited 
 Baptist House 
 129 Broadway 
 Didcot 
 Oxfordshire OX11 8RT 
 
Bankers  Barclays Bank  
 Leigh-on-Sea Branch  
 The Broadway  
 Leigh-on-Sea 
 
Independent Examiner  

David Moir FCIE 
Stewardship 
PO Box 99 
Loughton 
Essex IG10 3QJ 

 



3 

 

The Annual Report for 2009  
 
The Trustees present their Annual Report and Financial Statements for the 
period from 1st January 2010 to 31st December 2010. 
 
 
Charitable Object  
 

The Charity is governed by an Approved Governing Document which states 
that the principal purpose of the charity is the advancement of the Christian 
faith according to the principles of the Baptist denomination to include the 
advancement of education, community service and such other charitable 
purposes in such parts of the United Kingdom and the world as the Church 
shall determine. 
 
The Church occupies premises which are held by the Baptist Union Corporation 
Limited, on Trusts which are entirely compatible with the above object. 
 
Organisational Structure and Decision Making Processes  
 
Members of the Church are accepted in accordance with the Constitution 
which requires them to be or to have been publicly baptised on profession of 
faith in Jesus Christ, or following other modes of baptism to renew their public 
profession of faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
The members Meeting normally takes place six times per year and has 
responsibility for the overall policy of the Church. In accordance with the 
Constitution, the members appoint trustees, who together with the Ministers, 
Church Secretary and Treasurer (who are also appointed by the Members), 
and collectively known as the Church Council, are responsible for the day to 
day running of the churchôs work and witness, and the financial and legal 
aspects of the charity. All members are encouraged to take an appropriate 
part in the spiritual and practical tasks involved in the furtherance of the 
charitable objective. 
 
Relevant matters may be submitted to the Church meeting by the Trustees 
for guidance, or may be raised by members in Church meeting for further 
consideration by the Trustees. Though the Constitution permits decisions to 
be made at Church meetings by appropriate majorities, the Church seeks to 
work by consensus wherever possible. 
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Objectives and Activities  
 
In order to achieve the principal objective set out above, the Church provides 
a variety of activities both to its membership and to the community generally. 
The aim is to show the love of Jesus Christ in both word and deed and to 
bring people into a closer relationship with Him as living Lord. Therefore: 
 
The Church throughout 2010 has maintained its practice of offering public 
worship which is accessible to all people in the community where it is situated 
in the town of Leigh-on-Sea. The numbers attending these worship services 
have remained constant throughout the year. New attendees are a regular 
feature of the morning worship services at 9.30 & 11am. However, the numbers 
at the afternoon/evening services remain much smaller and vary according 
to the time and format of the service.  
 
There are also occasional services at other times which are advertised in the 
Church notice sheet, notice-boards and the website at wlbc.org.uk. 
 
There is a full childrenôs and young peopleôs programme during the morning 
services. 
 
The Church runs a series of house groups for the growth and discipleship in 
the homes of some church members. Full details of these can be obtained 
from the Trustees on request, or at the Sunday worship services. 
 
The Church throughout the year through all its activities has sought to apply 
Christian teaching to all who attend. This teaching has included issues of 
discipleship and citizenship especially among the young people through 
Girls' Brigade as well as other activities for children and young people.  The 
teaching has meant that three people have been through Christian Baptism 
and committed themselves to the life of the church. 
 
The Church is responsible for a Carers and Toddlers Group which meets in 
the Church premises on Monday mornings, with the purpose of assisting the 
community and demonstrating the love of Jesus Christ. This activity for a 
period from June to November was cancelled due to building work but       
resumed its activities in November. 
 
The Church operates systems to ensure that all people working with children, 
young people and vulnerable adults are appropriately vetted with regard to 
the Criminal Records Bureau. 
 
From time to time the church runs courses on marriage and parenting, as 
well as courses for people interested in discovering more about Christianity, 
entitled óAlphaô. 



5 

 

The Church has encouraged prayer for and care of the community around it 
and beyond. A particular emphasis has been care for the dying and bereaved - 
the senior minister conducting funeral services for local people as well as 
church members. The death of one member, Hannah Lawrence in December 
2010, was a great sadness to the church. 
 
The Church has sought to befriend people, especially seeking to listen, support 
and care for those in need. This particularly applies to the senior adults in 
the community many of whom find a respite in the weekly Time on Your 
Hands and Time to Reflect meetings that the church organises. The church 
also provides a monthly service in sheltered housing opposite the church. 
 
The Church has endeavoured to help people discover and develop their gifts 
and talents so that they can serve the church and the community around it. 
 
The Church has been involved in promoting community spirit and care 
through involvement in town-wide activities, and through its leadership being 
offered to support the town including the town council and its activities. 
 
The Church through its charity shop and attached Coffee Stop has offered a 
meeting place for the local community. Through this amenity many people 
find friendship, advice and support. 
 
The Church has provided faith sharing activities and events. This has been 
particularly offered through Credo Cafe, an informal setting for discussion 
around matters of Christian belief and practice as well as ethical issues. 
 
The Church has hosted in its premises community activities which are in line 
with the charityôs purposes. This is one of the main hopes for the planned 
building project ï that the church will have premises which will be increasingly 
attractive for the use of the wider community in order to serve that community 
more effectively as well as providing a more effective facility for the churchôs 
life and work. 
 
The Church has sought to provide opportunity for expressing community 
concerns and intends to use its new premises to further facilitate such 
provision. The churchôs premises are used as a Polling Station for Local and 
National Elections. 
 
The Church has supported other Christian churches and groups in the wider 
community. It has done this denominationally through meetings and services 
with other local Baptist churches. Ecumenically it has been involved with and 
supportive of Churches Together in Leigh and the activities untaken by that 
group. 



6 

 

In planning the activities the Trustees have applied the guidance on public 
benefit issued by the Charity Commission in December 2008. 
 
Achievement and Performance  
 
The Church is not a building, but a gathering of ordinary people of different 
ages and backgrounds, whose lives have been changed by their faith in 
Jesus Christ. The New Testament reveals the Church as a community of 
people, properly taught and cared for, who by loving and serving Jesus 
Christ, were also committed to love and care for each other and to bring a 
blessing to the area in which they lived. West Leigh Baptist Church, its trustees 
and members are committed to seeing these New Testament principles 
worked out in the life of the church. It is not alone in this, it is one of many 
churches in the area, country and throughout the world that is discovering 
the excitement of knowing and following Jesus Christ. The churchôs vision is 
to see the people of Leigh experience and know Jesus Christ as their Lord, 
Saviour and Friend. 
 
The Church does not measure the success of its programmes only in numbers, 
including financial numbers, but also in less tangible areas such as fellowship 
and encouragement. The Trustees recognise that these are not always easy 
to measure, but believe that through 2010 they continued to pursue that 
purpose with commitment and enthusiasm. 
 
In 2010 five people professed faith in Jesus Christ by baptism. They together 
with five others were received into church membership. Two members 
moved to join other churches. One member died. Two members resigned as 
church members. 
At 31st December 2010 the membership stood at 152. 
 
Financial Review  
 

The Church mainly raises the funds which it needs to carry on its activities 
from within its own membership and congregation. 
 
This income is supplemented substantially by the income from the charity 
shop and Coffee Stop which was established to particularly raise funds 
toward the building project that the church has committed to. 
 
The Church expressed its part in the life of the wider church by making 
grants to national and international Christian organisations and societies with 
Christian aims and objectives compatible with the churchôs own charitable 
purpose. 
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